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                      Types of Assessment

Assessment of learning (summative assessment)

AoL is any assessment which summarises where learners are at a given point in time – it provides a snapshot of what has been learned (in terms of both attainment and achievement)

Assessment for learning (formative assessment)

AfL is any assessment activity which informs the next steps to learning.  
Objectives of Assessment at Kinoulton Primary School

Our over-riding aim is to make assessment a natural part of teaching and learning by:

· Sharing learning objectives and success criteria explicitly with pupils

· Communicating to pupils where they are in their learning and indicating what they need to do to improve.

· Reflecting on the learning process as well as the content/product in our class displays (some interactivity)

· Adapting/annotating MTP and STP as necessary in the light of ongoing assessment.

· Using insights gained from lessons to inform the planning/teaching for the next term/phase of learning.

· Supporting pupils’ learning at home by setting relevant homework tasks.

· Using results of formal tests to identify strengths and weaknesses and to track pupils’ progress (leading to the implementation of strategies to aid those pupils at risk of not making satisfactory progress).
· Promoting and providing opportunities for pupils to assess their own and others’ work.

· Promoting the culture of sharing teachers’ criteria for assessment with pupils
Assessment, Planning, Recording and the National Curriculum

Planning

A long term plan for delivering the curriculum has been devised at Kinoulton to take account of our mixed age classes, based on the national curriculum.

Each half term, a medium term plan is produced by each teacher to demonstrate how the work planned will be taught in the time available,  detailing the key learning objectives for each week for each subject.   Daily planning is in a form individual to each teacher.  MTP is kept in a planning file in each classroom.
Summative assessment data is collected at the beginning of the year, mid-year and at the end of the year.
Records and Evidence of Assessment

· Class list  (identifying year groups, SEN/health/VAT information)
· Tracking sheets on the server updated after each assessment window
· Key Stage Specific tracking information (e.g. Foundation Stage assessments, Progress against ELG, phonics etc.)
· IEPs and ePEPs for named children
· Other assessed information such as PM Benchmarking reading scores and intervention based progress tracking.

Use of Assessments and Records

Kinoulton staff have identified that assessments and records are used currently

· to group children for specific tasks

· to use as a guide for planning  e.g. ongoing checklists, records of work covered previously

· diagnostically, to plan for individuals and groups of children e.g. reading, spelling, maths

· to discuss with other staff

· to inform judgements e.g. end of year assessments, reporting to parents

· to make comparisons - with national/local standards

· to identify particular skills and concepts which children are generally still finding difficult through unit analysis of completed papers.  Findings will  inform the SDP)
· to monitor/track pupils’ progression.
How we address underachievement
Tracking information and on-going teacher assessment are analysed to look for patterns and pupils who are making less than expected progress.  These findings are discussed between the headteacher and class teacher.  The purpose of this is:
· To discuss findings with the aim of improving teaching and learning.

· To highlight and address the needs of any pupils not on track to meet their end of year targets. 
The special needs provision in the school is reviewed every summer term.  Pupils highlighted through the above process are then considered for inclusion on the SEN register, qualifying for extra support.
MARKING AND FEEDBACK POLICY

Marking pupils’ work is an integral part of teacher assessment.

The Aims of Marking are:
1. to provide clear developmental feedback, particularly within a sequence of learning; clearly indicating to the pupil what they need to do next to improve. 

2. to raise  self-esteem by recognising, encouraging and rewarding pupils’ effort and progress;

3. to enable teachers to spot and then focus on those areas of learning where pupils need specific help through explicit teaching;

Objectives

A pre-requisite for marking work is that the learning objective has been clearly shared with the pupil.  Pupils need to understand what we will be looking for when we mark each task.  KS2 children will write the objective in their book (this will be the title of the work).  Year 2 children will stick in a printed sheet and Year 1 children will have a pre-printed sticker.  Each learning objective will be highlighted by the teacher once the work is complete:

· Green – This means the objective was met.

· Orange – This means the objective was NOT met.

Format of Objectives:

All objectives should start with the letters ‘LO’ for Learning Objective, followed by the objective.  Each objective should start in one of two ways:

· LO – To be able to…

This denotes the objective is a skill

· LO – To know…

This denote the objective is knowledge

Work is marked/Feedback is given:

· by an adult (teacher) with the pupil when possible.  This would usually take the form of verbal interactions; discussing ideas, targets and highlighting success. A written comment may or may not follow, but there will be an indication that the work has been seen.  When ‘verbal feedback’ is given, this may be recorded by way of a stamp or written by teacher.


  The following codes are used:

I = independent

S = with support

G = group work

W = whole class work

· by an adult alone.  Marking to the learning objective, particularly for older pupils, may need to be carried out away from the pupils.  In most cases, the pupils will be required to respond to the marking.  This type of written dialogue is demonstrated and modelled for our KS2 pupils.  Extensive written comments are generally only needed where the work forms part of a sequence of learning and the feedback will be acted on by the pupil.
· by an adult with a group of pupils. 

· by pupils for each other.   For example, pupils may have a writing partner who will help check their rough drafts. This will also be checked by an adult afterwards.

· by the pupil alone.  Pupils are encouraged to assess their own progress against previously agreed criteria and individual set targets.

Although the majority of pupils’ work is marked by the class teacher, both self- and peer-marking are considered to be important elements of our practice reflecting our commitment to AfL.

· Self- and peer-assessment may be done orally or through written comments.  Self-marking and peer-marking should focus on the objective being taught in that lesson.

Self and peer marking is done in pencil or with green polishing pens.

Class guidelines for peer marking are established/discussed before any is carried out.

Marking Mathematics

· Correct answers are indicated by a tick for individual or a group of ‘sums’

· Incorrect responses are indicated with an orange dot.

· Corrections may be completed next to the sum/question/problem, or at the end of the work.  Mistakes should not be erased.

Marking English – promoting high standards of literacy

Spelling, grammar, punctuation and the appropriate use of writing for different genres will form the basis of our marking in all subjects across the curriculum.  Marking symbols are used to remind children of these.  These symbols are shared with the children in age-appropriate ways, but the symbols that are used are consistent throughout the school.

Key Stage 1

Key stage 1 teachers use their professional judgement to correct high frequency and common exception words.  Our expectation is that the vast majority of pupils will be able to spell common exception words for their year group (year1/2).

Marking Spellings in Key Stage 2

It is expected that our pupils will know how to spell the words on the statutory lists for their year group.  These words are focused on in our spelling lists and are also incorporated into our weekly handwriting lessons.

Misspellings are shown by:

· Mistake being highlighted in orange or marked with a dot with the number of times to be corrected/copied by the pupils (x 5 etc.) 

· Sometimes mistakes are underlined/highlighted by the teacher for the pupil to find the correct spelling in the dictionary. 

Expectations regarding repeated errors

It is expected that repeated errors (for example, recurring punctuation errors) are picked up by the teacher and addressed through planning changes and explicit teaching. Extra practise should be considered through teacher modelling and targeted questioning in their books.

Expectations for the Presentation of Pupil Work
· Pupils should be encouraged to work as neatly as possible, given their stage of development.

· Rubbers are to be used sparingly.

       Mistakes in writing should be crossed out using a single ruled straight line.

       Numbers should be crossed out with a single ruled line.

       If appropriate, the pupil could underline work and re-write underneath.

By the summer term, year 2 pupils are expected to write the date and title independently.

· By Key Stage 2, pupils should commence work with the learning objective and date, both underlined by a ruler.

· In Key Stage 2 Maths, the previous piece of work should be ruled off with a pencil and ruler.  If the new piece of work is the beginning of a new maths topic, a new page should be used.  In English, each new piece of work should start on a new page.
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